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| Lord Biſhop of Bongo. 


Mr Lo Rp, 
Har EVER we . Authors 
var ſometimes pretend to, by 
the Dedication of our Works 
to Great Men; it's certain we 
aun at nothing leſs than Re 
2 and Prefermente, whe her we deſerve 
them or. not: That this is my Defion in 
Dedications, is ſo. apparent, that il to no 
Purpoſe 70 dey: or difſenvble' is. K W 
WHEREFORE elſe eie 


of fone of our Learned and Wealthy Biſhops 
Az for 


| * the Patron 155 dieß 8 2 Kh 
I foreſaw would be grateful to their nice and 
critical Palates? Wherefore elſe have 1 len . 
ſo profuſe of ſuch” Compliments on their 
. Lordſhips, as T was ſurè they would take 
great Pleaſure in? Wherefore elſe, My 
Lord, do 1 inſcribe this 70 your Right Re- 
verend Name, but that I expet? your 
Approbation of it, and hoj be for @ Recom- 
#19 on to the Honour that is here 


F 


80 . are envious, M Lord, of | 
my good Fortune in Epiſcopal Patrons, aoill 
not believe that I have receiv d ſo much 
as one Purſe of Gold for any of my De- 
dications; but Iwould have ſuch: Mulignants 
_ to'lknow, that the leſs I have receid d, the 
more there is behind: And I can moreover 
aſſure them, that their Lordſhips have it in 
their Heads. and Hearts too, Bigbly to ad. 
vance me in the World; and F their Endea- 
vours for my Promotion fail wot, q fees be 
2 1 a Ge A, EE 
a ee 


She 7/2» od 8 


F : 4 8 
= o 2 
, * * * 
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— ron! 


Sven primitive. Doctrine, My Lord, as. 
1 have reuiud, muſt, in the Judgment of 
our Biſhops, be deſerving of their diſtinguiſh'd. 
Favours : And if they ſoould deſign for me 
fuch 4 myſtical Crown of . Glory, as the 
Gentile Prieſts help'd ſome of the Fathers. 
F the Church to; 1 profeſs. without Dili. 
mulation, that, for all my Love to Myſteries, 
it will be more than I am ambitious of : But 
if the Honour is forc'd on me, it will be 
my Duty to their Lordſhips, to ſound. an 
allegorical 75 rumpet of their Fame, that their 
Names, which might otherwiſe be ſoon for. 
gotten, may be everlaſtingly remember d for 
their aha and Good ui Fowards mes Non. 


B ur the chief Foundation, My Lord, 
of my Merits lies, they Jay, in my Treatment 
of the Miracles of our Saviour, after the 
Manner you handled a Scripture Prophecy, 
F a Man's kicking a Serpent on the Pate, 
for biting him by the Heels: And if your 
Lordſhip got @ Welch Biſhoprick upon it, 
what may not I expect for my more merito- 

'  rious Works of the ſame kind? The Great 
Vr. FR me Has Telebrated Jour. and for 
KA | bar 


. is a moſt curious Piece of, what the Farhers 


you ſo ſadly lame !) you would ay 


its mate as pleaſant Work with the Letter 


of the Old, as cun do with that nM _ 
Ow Teftament. e | | . 


F Haves nt ne Ms My Lard; 1 for 
4 ſufficient and deftrving Encomium on Jour 
Uſe and Intent of Prophecy ; zherefore 
muſt be content to ſay of it, in ſport, het it 


call, Engaſtromuthiſm; or fach à fungular 

Specimen of a Webb, ſpun out of a Man's 

own Bowls, as one of noe Brains in bis 
Head « can i hardly equal. . 


& weir wiſely done W Lordſhip » 
caution jour Readers againſt taking your 
Book 5 1 e 2 nn * 
Fand ns 1 ar * as. ihe — 4h 


Benchers of h Temple _ enge 
, ee * 


Arran 


3 | 
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— 7 gone that. your besu- 
fly printed Work, 7 undd, My 4y Lord, for 
another Decoration of it, that ſome Anno- 

' tations out of the Fathers Bad been ſubjoin'd 
to it. How would your Notions then and 
theirs about Prophecy have flood as a Foll 
to each other 1.” How  foould 1 then baue 
admired the Difference between 4 Rich 
Biſhop and a Poor Father as to Wit aud 
| Senſe ! How ſhould I then have contemplated 
the N wings 1 Eecigſiaſtical Wealth in 
our Clergy for the Underſtanding of the 
| Inſpirations of the poor old Prophets! 


Wuen your Lordſhip is call upon for 
another Edition of your Book, vouchſafe 
me the Favour of making ſome marginal 
Remarks on it, which ſpall not be without 
their good Uſe. As you know, ſavoury 
Sauce makes ſome ſort of Food go down the | 

better; ſo alittle more of that Salt, which 4 
Mr. Scheme has too ſparingly ſprinkled on 
your Work, will give your Readers a right 
Reliſh of it : But whether J am indule'd 
this Favour or not; I ſhall take another 
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Ccording. to Promiſe in my 
> laſt Diſcourſe, I am in this 
to take into Exantination the 
three Miracles of Ze/us's raiſ- 
ing the Dead, v7. Of Fairns's 
Daughter (1); and of the Wi. 
dow of Naim's Son (2) ; and of Lazarus (3): 
The literal Stories of which 1 ſhall ſhew 


* * 
* 


(1) Mat. is, Mark v. Luke vii. 
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(2) Luke vii. | 
(3) John xi. 
/ B 
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o conſiſt of Abſurdities, Impre robabili des . 
3 id lacredibilities.. in Order 75 the my- 
ſtical Interpretation of them; And becauſe 


e of our Biſhops. and Clergy. were a 
lixtle- diſguſted at the ludicrous : Treat. 
ent of the Letter of ſome. foregoing | 
Miracles, I will handle theſe with the 
more Caution; being as unwilling as any 
Man of my primitive Faith can be, to 
offend weak Bręethren. 
Whether Fe/7 raid d any uſere för the 
dead, beſides the foreſaid three Perſons, is 
uncertain from the Evangelical Hiſtory. 
St. Auguſtin _ 9 thinks, he rais'd} many 
oobeir my and; h founds: his Opinion on the | 
perbole” of St. Fohn, who” ſup- 
ales ( Ke . World it ſelf could not con. 
tain the Books that might be written of Je- 
ſus. And Euſebius Gallicanus, of whoſe 
Mind entirely I am, ſays (6) the Reaſon 
lies in the Myſtery, why 5 three, and 
no more tnx ene Miracles of x 


* * Z +44 * x "oY 1 


Rai 
TRY et autem mortuos viſibiliter/ filcittrerar 8 18 
novit ? non enim omnia quæ fecit ſcripta "ſunt, Fohannes 
hoc dicit, + multa'\ alia fecit Jeſus,” quæ f ſeripta effeat, 
arbitror totum Mundum non poſſe Libros capere. Multi 
ergo ſunt alii fine .dubio ſuſcitati, , ke non fruftra' mo 
commemorati. In Serm. xcviii. „„ ‚ wo EE 

an e 55 e 0 ROD 

(6) Non autem vacat a Myſterio, Proof cum places 
Dominus ſuſcitaverat, tres tantum Evangeliſtæ eum ſuſ- 
citaſſe 6 In TR "= quinte poſt Dommic. 


4am. | | 5 
0 Kind | 


MEX. 


425 
Kinds are bed y the Evangtlits. 'B 
ſince our Divines are averſe to My ae I 
Miracles, I would gladly know et Opi- 
nion, whether Feſus rais d any others from 
the dead, or not: I have made ſome Search 
into modern Writers for their Opinion in 
this Caſe, but can't find it: And unleſs 
I knew their Opinion, it would be loft” 
Labour to argue againſt either Side of the 
Queſtioti, and much more againſt both 
Sides of it: But I can aſſure our Divine, 
that, which Side of the Queſtion ſoever 
they ſhould hold, the Conſequence upon 
the Argument would be neither better nor 
worſe, than that they muſt of Neceſſity 
eſpouſe the myſtical and allegorical Inter. 
pretation of theſe Miracles, or grant that 
Feſus ante rais d none from the Dead 
at all. | 
But waving: that Cort of Argument for 
che preſent againſt the Letter; theſe three 
Miracles are reputed the greateſt that Jeſus 
wrought: And, I believe, ir will be 
Pele on all Hands, that the reſtoring a 
erſon, indiſputably dead, to Life again, 
is a ſtupendous Miracle; and that two, or 
+ three ſuch Miracles, well circumſtanced, 
and credibly reported, are enough to con- 
Ciliate . the Belief of Mankind, that the 
Author of them was a divine Agent, and 
| inveſted with the Power of God, or he 
ME. , 0 
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That theſe ——— Piracte arg not 1 
1 great, but differ i in Degree, is viſible 
enough to any one, that but curſorily reads, 


2 .. and compares their Stories One with ano- : 


ther. The Fathers of the Church (7) 
have taken Notice of ſuch a Difference 
amongſt them. The greateſt of tlie three, 
nd indeed, the (8) 5 Miracle, that 
J 18 ſuppos'd to have wraught, is that 
_ of  Lazarus's Reſurrection; which, in 
Truth, was a moſt prodigious Miracle, if 
his Corps was putrified and ftank; or if 
there were no juſt Exceptions to be made 
to the Credibility of the Story. Next to 


t, in Mogniepde,: is Jeſus's raiſing of 


$7435; Suſciraverat Dominus | Gli Jairi Principis | VEIN 


808 adhuc mediante morte, adhuc viante Spiritu, adbuc 


Anima Clauſtra Tartari neſciente. Suſcitavit & unicum 
Matris filium, ſed fic ut retineret Pheretrum, ut anticiparet 1 
Sepulchrum, ut Corruptionem ſuſpenderet, & preveniret 
fætorem; ut ante mortuo Vitam redderet, quam tota mor- 
tuus jura Mortis intraret. Circa Lazarum vero quod geritur 
totum ſingulare eft, quem circa Fs tota Mortis 8 > 

In: Pet. Chry/at. Serm. Ixiii. 3 5 


(8) Inter omnia Miracula quæ kecit 3 OEER 1 
Jeſus Obriſtus, Lazari Reſumectio eee 1 - 
W n * Ke. , $000 | 


„ 3 
#34 K+: 
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a i ; » "a> FI 56 | 83 | f 
the Widow's Son, as they were car 


crying 
him to his Burial: And a great — i 5 
was to bring Hm to Liſe again; if none 
before or ſince had been miſtaken for dead, 
and carried to their Graves alive; or if 
no Impoſtor, and his Confederates, could 
frame ſuch a ſeemingly miraculous Scene, 
as is that whole Story, to his own Glory. 
The leaſt of the three is that of his raiſing 
Jairuss Daughter, which in Appearance 
is ſo far from a Miracle, that according to 
the Story it ſelf, ſhe was but afleep, or by - 
the Shrieks of By-ſtanders frighted out of 
her Senſes for the preſen. 
But however it really might be with _ 
theſe three ſuppoſed dead and revived Per- 
ſons; the Caſe of none of them was well 
enough circumſtanced to ſerve the Purpoſe 
of our Dzvznes. I am apt to believe with 
the Fathers, that 7eſus actually did raiſe 
the dead; but then, as theſe Miracles are 
only recorded for the ſake of the Myſtery, 
I affirm that none of them, as to the 
Letter, will abide the Teſt of a critical 
Examination, nor ſtand its Ground againſt 
ſuch Exceptions as may be made to them. 
I Jeſus was to: raiſe any dead Bodies to 
Life, for a Teſtimony of his divine Power 
and Authority, he would and ſhould have 
made Choice of other dead Perſons, un- 
der other Circumſtances of Death; _ f 


+ 


Fenty 


the Hiſtory of their Reſurrection 
have been more credibly and carefully 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, ſo ls there ſhould 

have been no Room left to make a reaſo- 
nable Doubt of the Truth of it. But this, 


vations upon them. And 


Death of our Saviour, ſhould omit to re- 


'* 106 | 
2h, | 
HF : 8 
. o 


I fay,-is-not the Caſe in the Reſuſcitation 
of any of theſe Perſons, as will appear 
from the following Remarks and Obſer- 


— 


7 
17 


1. Obſerve, that the unnatural and pre. 


poſterous Order of Time, in which theſe 
Miracles are related, juſtly brings them all 
under Suſpicion of Fable and Forgery. 


The greateſt of the Three is indiſputably 


that of Lagaruss ReſurreCtion ; but ſince 


this is only mention d by St. John, who - 
wrote his Goſpel after the other Evange- 
liſts, and above Sixty Years, according to 
the beſt Computation, after our Lord's 
Aſcenſion; here is too much Room for 


Cavil and Queſtion, whether this Story be 


not entirely his Invention. What could 
be the Reaſon that Matthew, Mark, and 


Luke, who all wrote their Goſpels before 


Jahn, and many Years nearer to the 


4- 


cord this moſt remarkable and illuſtrious 
Miracle of Lagarus? They could not for- 
get it, nor be ignorant of it, if the Story 


had been really true; and to aſſign any 


bother 


/ - 


. — 


 other:Reaſon than Ignorance or Forget - 
fulneſs, is hard and impoſſible. Toaggran- 
dize the Fame of their Maſter for a Worker 
of Miracles, was the Deſign of all tlie Euan- 
geliſts, eſpecially, of the three firſt, who 
may be preſumed to make a Report of 
the greateſt, if not of all, that Jeſus 
wrought : But that there ſhould, come 
after them an Evangeliſt, with an huge 
and ſuperlatively great Miracle, and meet 
with Credit for it, is againſt all Senſe and 
| Reaſon; neither is there any Story ſo diſ. 
orderly told in all Hiſtory, that Criticks will 
admit of the Belief of The firſt Writer 
mention of all the Na Occurrences of 
it, and leaves no Room for Biographers 
afterwards, but to enlarge and e Nh 
upon what he has Written, with ſome 
other Circumſtances and Additions of leſse 
Moment. If a third or a fourth Biogra: - 
pher after him ſhall preſume to add a more 
illuſtrious, Tranſaction of the Heroes Life, 
it will be rejected as Fable and Romance, 
tho for no other Reaſon than this, that the 
firſt Writer muſt have heen appriz d of it, 
and would ha ve inſerted its Story, if there 
had been any Truth in it. And whether 
St. John's Story of Lagarus's Reſurrection, 
that Miracle of Miracles, ought not to be/ 
ſubjected to the like Criticiſm upon it, 
TE © 8 Chrijti- 


PA 


Li EPL > F—TT ap TR 


and 1 I ; de " win - 
Milet cen was wa} Realon, Lask agaln, ; 


chat the three firſt Evangeliſts neglected to 


record this retown'd Mz 6 of Lazarus? 


And why too (way I enquire here) did 
not Matthew and Mark mention the Story 5 
of the Widow of Naims Son, as they 


could not but know of it, if true, more 

certainly than Tule, the Companion of 
Paul, who —_ _ made 5 eport of 
it? Grotzs fays, (o) it may, ſtem ſt range 
that this illuſtrious Miracle of the fs 


Som was omitted by ae and Mark: 
And what is the Reaſon that Grorius gives 


for this ſtrange Omiſſion? Why, he tells 
us (to) that theſe two E vangoliſts were | 


content with one niiratulous Inſtance of this 
King, which Chriſtians might judge of 
Jeſus's Power in others alſo. And is this 
© Reaſon ſufficient? True it is, they were 
content with one Tnftance ; but if they 


nad made a Report of two or three more 


of the ſame fort, no body would have 
thought their Hiftory of Chriſt overcharg d 
with impertinent and tautological Repeti- 


(s) Miram videri poteſt Hiſtoriam bt tam n iyſters 


"IE . Matthzo & Marco omiſſam. In Lor. Luc. 


(10) Sed videtur mihi borum uter 0 contentus fuiſſe Z 
uno Exemplo redditæ Vitz iu Jairi filia ex 4 1 


alia poſſunt _— In Low Lu. 


tions, 


jj ̃˙ 
tions. But one Inſtance of a Perſon rais'd 
from the dead, they were, fays Grotius, 

content with: And Pl grant one to be 
ſufficient : But which then ſhould they, as 
wiſe and confiderate Hiſtorians have made 
Choice of, the greateſt or the leaſt Mira? 


< \ f 


cle? The greateſt, 'to be ſure, and that 


was of Lazarus, or of the Widow's Son. 

if they knew of either. Bur indtead of ei: 

ther of theſe, they tell us the Story of Zaz- 

rus's Daughter, that is (11) an imperfect 

and diſputable Miracle, in Compariſon of > 

the other two, which conſequently they 
knew nothing at all of, or they would have 
preferr'd the Report of them. - | 

If Matthew, the firſt Writer, had re- 

corded only the Story of Lagarus, whoſe 

Reſurrection was the greateſt Miracle; 
and. if Luke had added that of the Wi- 

dow of Naim's Son; and John laſtly had 

remember'd us of Farrus's Daughter, which 
the other Evangeliſts, not through Igno- 
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rance or Forgetfulneſs, but ſtudying Bre- 
vity, had omitted, then all had been 
well; and no Objection had hence lain 
againſt the Credit of any of theſe Mira- 
cles, or againſt the Authority of the Evan- 


&elifts : But this unnatural and pre- 


| (11) Nondum perfecta Mors eſt in Puella, Sr. AI. 
in Ser. eri. f # Es 


E* poſterous 
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 _ poſterous Order of Time, in which theſe 
Miracles are recorded (the greateſt bein 


poſtponed to the leaſt) adminiſters zul 


Occaſion of Suſpicion of the Truth and 
Credibility of all their Stories. And it is 
lucky for Chriſtianity, that Fews and In- 
dels have not hitherto hit upon the Hb. 
furdity of this prepoſterous Narration, or 
they might have form'd a cogent Ob- 


jection againſt theſe Miracles thus, fay- 


Ing; 


„ Feſus, it is manifeſt, rais'd not the 
& dead at all. The only Perſon that 
« Chriſtians can reaſonably pretend, he 
« did raiſe, was Jairuss Daughter, whom 


. Matthew writes of; and ſhe, according 
© to the Story, was only in a Sleep, or an 


“ Extaſy, when Jeſus revived her. But 
c the Calileans, who were after a Time 
& call'd Chriſtians, finding their Account 


* 


* in a Reſurrection- Miracle; Luke, for 
ce the farther Advantage of the Cauſe, de. 


AQ 


viſed another Story of better Circum- 
« ſtances, in the Widow of Naim's Son: 
& But this not being ſo great a Miracle, 


& as the Church till wanted; John, when 


« no body was alive to contradict and ex- 


cc poſtulate with him for it, trumps up a 


« Jong Story of a thumping Miracle, in 
ee Jeſus's raiſing of Lazarus, who had 
“been not only dead, but buried fo wy 
| 0 
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that he ſtank again. But to prove the 


Story of this Miracle to be falſe and fa- 


bulous, we need ſay no more than that 


it was laſt recorded. If there had been 
any Truth in it, the firſt Evangeliſt 


would have remember'd us of it. 
« We don't ſuppoſe that you Chriſtians, 
becauſe of your Prejudices, will ſub- 
ſcribe:to this Account, that we thus 
give of the Riſe of theſe Miracles: But 
this is certain, that if theſe three Mira- 


cles had not been reported of Feſus, 


but of Mahomet, in the ſame Diſorder of 
Time, by three different Hiſtorians, 
you would preſently have ſcented; the 
Forgery and Impoſture: You would 
juſtly have affirm'd that the three Stories 
were apparently three Fables and Falſ- 
hoods: and that the three Hiftorians 
viſibly ſtrove to outſtretch each other: 


That the fr/# was ſparing and modeſt in 


his Romance; and the ſecond, being ſen- 
ſible of the Inſufficiency of the former's 
Tale, deviſes a Miracle of a bigger 
Size ; which ſtill not proving ſufficient 
to the End propoſed ; the third Writer, 
rather than his Prophet's Honour ſhould 
fink for want of a Reſurrection- Miracle, 


* forges a Story of a monſtrouſly huge 


one ; againſt which it is, and always will 


be ObjeQion enough, that it was not 


x . 
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« retared by the fr Hiſtorian. So wonld 


4 yon Chriſtians argue againſt theſe three 


« Miracles in another Impoſtor's Caſe; 
« afd there is not a judicious Critic in the 
« Univerſe, that would not approve of 


the Argument, and àapplaud the Force 


« of it, tho you will not enduüre the 
« Thoughts of ir ma the Caſe of your 


« ef, 


But to come nearer home to you; 
«> ſippoſe a ha (Wlio was then above an 
„ Hundred, and in his Dotage) had not 
& reported this Miracle of Lazarus; but 
« that Clement (joining it with his (1 2) in- 


* credible Story of the Reſurreckion of a 


« Phenix) or natius, or Polytarp, or the 
« Author of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
had related it; would not your Chriſti. 
&'an'Critics have been at Work to ex- 
ee plode it? There is not an antient extra- 


4 evangelical Tradition of any Note about 
4 Feſus, that ſome or other of your Cri- 


Story as this of Zazarus would have 
« been received by none. I queſtion, 
« whether Mr. Vhiſton would not have 


rejected the Conftiturions upon fuch 'a 


Story in them; or if his Fancy for ſome 
« other Things in them had overcome his 


(12) In Epiſt. prima ad Corinth. Cup. *r. 77 
- « Reaſon 


AN 
<« Reaſon againft this; yet Biſhop Sm. 
& broke, who has written againft the Ca- 
«© nonicalneſs of the Conftirutions, with 
c his judicious Animadverſions upon this 
Story, would abſolutely have over- 
« thrown their Authority. And What 
% would he have faid here? Not only 
< that the Miracle ſmells rankly of 'Forge- 
< ry and Fraud, or the Evangeliſts, efpeci- 
« ally Matthew, had never forgotten to re- 
_ « cord it; but he would have feminded us 
of intrinfick Notes (hereafter to be men. 
tian d) of Abſurdity and 'Incredibiliry, 
ce that would for ever have caſhier*'d the 
% Belief of it. And whether we Iy#dels 
“ ought not to take the ſame Liberty to 
«criticize on John's Goſpel, which you 
« do on your Apoſtolical Fathers, who 
« wrote before him, let the impartial and 
« unprejudiced judge: If in Juſtice we 
« 'ought to take it; we are ſure we could 
« give two or three notable Reaſons (but 
ce that we will not now put Chiſtians out 
« of Temper with them) why ohn may 
cc be ſuſpected of a Miſtake or Fraud 
© in this Miracle, rather than any other 
« Chriſtian Writer of the jirſ# or ſecond ' 
TR * 
Io ſuch an unhappy ObjeQion, ariſing 
from the unnatural and prepoſterous Order 
of Time, in which they are recorded, 
are 
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ous. And I am thinking how Miniſters of 


the Letter will be able to get over it. As 
for my ſelf, who am for the myſtical Inter- 


pretation of theſe Miracles, I have a ſolid 
and ſubſtantial Anſwer at Hand to the fore- 
ſaid Objection, an Anſwer that curiouſly 


accounts for the Order of Time in which 


theſe Miracles are related; but my Anſwer 


will not pleaſe our Divines, nor ſtand them 
in any ſtead ; therefore they muſt look up 


another good one of their own; that will 


comport with the Letter; or the ſaid Ob- 
jection, improved with another preſently 
againſt Lazarus's Reſurrection, will be too 
hard, not for Chriſtianity it ſelf, but for 
their Miniſtry. i 
Grotius, being aware of the foreſaid 
Objection, has given us ſuch a (13) Solu- 
tion of it as then accurr'd to his Thoughts. 


Dr. Whitby, not being ſatisfied with Gro- 


(13) Quæri ſolet, cur hanc tam nobilem Hiſtoriam 
priores Evangelii ſcriptores non attigerint. Mihi hoc 


ſuccurriti cum illi ſcriberent, - vixifſe reſuſcitatum Laza- 


rum, & periculum ei fuiſſe a Judzis, ſi quod illi acciderat, 
palam vulgaretur. Nam etiam mox. narratur C. xii. 10. 
ob hoc ipſum ſtructas ei inſidias. Quare viſum illis hoc 
ad tempus ſubticeri poſſe, cum alia Exempla reſuſcitato- 
rum ſuppeterent. At mortuo Lazaro, cum 1 
periculum ex rei Narratione fieri poſſet, additum hoc a 
Johanne in hac quaſi prætermiſſorum Collectione. In Loc. 


tiuss 


tius's Solution, has given us (14) another: 
But how weak anch infüffeient both their 
Solutions are, I will not ſpare Time to 
conſider, till ſome Mriter ſhall appear in 
Defence. of the Sufficiency and Strength of 
one or other of them. And ſo I paſs to a 


2. Second Obſeryation, by Way of Ob- 
jection to the Letter of theſe Miracles, and 
that is, by enquiring, what became of 
theſe three Perſons after their Reſurrecti- 
on? How long they liv'd afterwards? And 
of what Uſe and Advantage were their 
| reſtored Lives to the Church or to Man- 

kind? The Evangelical and Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory is entirely ſilent as to theſe Queſti- 


ons, which is enough to make us ſuſpe& 


their Stories to. be merely romantick or 
parabolical ; and that there were no ſuch 
Perſons rais'd from the dead; or we muſt 
have heard ſomewhat of their Station and 


(14) The laſt of the three Evangeliſi writing but fifteen 
Years after our Lord's Aſcenſion, might think it needleſs to 
mention a Miracle concerning a Perſon, living fo near 
Feruſalem, where there was ſo great a Fame thereof, and ſo 
many living Witneſſes. St. John, writing his Goſpel, ſay 
the Ancients, above ſixty Years after our Lord's Aſcenſion, 
when by the Deaths of the Perſon, and moſt of the Witneſſes 
that were preſent at his Reſurrection, the Memory and Fame 
of it might be much impar'd, had great Reaſon to perpetuate 

700 Memory of it, by this large Rehearſal of it. In Loc. 

Han. | d 


Con: 


. 


It's true, t | 
je fou raditions, that Lazarus 
ived thirty Years after his Reſurrection: 
gut how did he ſpend his Time all that 
while? Was it to the Honour of Feſus, 
to the Service of the Church, and Propa- 


gation of the Goſpel? Of char we know | 
nothing; tho* in Reaſon and Gratitude to 
Zeſus, his Benefactor, it ought to have 


Converſation in the World afrerwards, 
true, that See (15) ſays, what 
he found among 


been ſo ſpent; and if it had been ſo em- 


Þ loy'd, Hiſtory ſurely would haye inform'd 


K : , 7 
« K 4 L 


us of it, According to the Opinion o 
Gratzus, in a Citation above, Lazarus for 


the reſt of his reſtored Life abſconded, and 


kulk d about the Country for Fear of the 
Zews, who lay in Wait for him; which is 


a Suggeſtion, not only diſhonourable to 
Jeſus as if the fame Power, that raisd 


9 
* 


him from the dead, cog not protect him 
againſt his Enemies; but reproachful to 
. Fim elf, who ſhould have choſen 
_- to ſuffer Death again, rather than not bear 
an open Teſtimony to Feſus, the Author 


of his Reſurrection. However it was, we 
hear no more of Lazarus, than that he 


lived thirty Years afterwards, which Tra- 


(15) Quin & inud inter traditiones reperimus triginta 


tum Annos natum fuiſſe Lazarum, cum a mortuis excitatus 
eſt; atq; idem ille poſtea trigitita aliis annis vixit. Is 


Hereſ. lx vi. Sect. 34. 


dition, 


dition, wick 1 44 Memoziats of his : 
Life, brings the Miracle more under ſuſpi- 
cion of Fable, than if he had dy'd ſoon 
after it. And of FJairuss Daughter, and 
olf the Widow of Naim's Son, which is 
aſtoniſhing;! we read nothing at all. Does 
not this Silence in | Hiſtory ; about them, 
make their Miraeles queſtionable, and bur 
like Gulllverian Tales of Perſons, and 
Things, that out of the Romance, neyer 
had any Being. v6 ion! 
FJeſus did but (16) call alrite Child, . | 
fer him in the midſt of his Diſciples; and 
that Act was remember'd in the Piety- and 
Zeal (17) of Ignatius, who made a re- 
nown'd Biſhop. But the Favour and Bleſ- 
ſing conferrꝭd on theſe three rais'd Perſons 
was exceedingly greater; and one might 
have expected, that Lagarus and the Wi- 
dow's Son would have been eminent Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel. But inſtead of that, 
their Lives aſterwards were pass din Ob- 
ſcurity, or what's as bad, Eecleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory has neglected a Report of them. 
What can any one hereupon think leſs, 
than that the Favour of the Miracles was 
loſt on undeſerving Perſons; which I ab- 
hor the Thobglts 118. or ee 0 ee 


{16) Matt. xvili. 2. Is 
(17) Ta * Can _— Hill. L. ni. c: 5505 8 
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Miniſters of the Letter may here ſay, 
„ That the Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory of the A- 
* poſtolical Age is _ ſcanty; and that 
_ © many Memorials of other Perfons and 

& TranfaQtions are loſt and buried in Ob- 
< livion: Which unhappy Fate has at. 
«tended the after - Lives and Actions of 
<- theſe rais'd Perſons, or undoubtedly we 
„ ſhould have had a famous Record of 
* them.” This is not impoſſible; tho? 
in the Wiſdom of Providence it is hardly 
' probable; but that ſome more Remem. 
brance muſt have been left of one or o- 
ther, if not of all the three Perſons; in as 
much as ſuch a Remembrance of them 
would *now-a-days have no leſs gain'd a 
Belief of the Miracles, than this Hiſtorical 
Silence tends to the Diſeredit of them. 
is ſomewhat ſtrange, that we hear no 

more of the after- Fame and Life of any 
of the diſeaſed Perſons whom  Ze/ts mi 
raculoufly cured ; excepting of the Wo- 
man, heal'd of an Iffue of Blood; who, 
tho' ſhe ſpent ALL ſhe had, even ALL 
her Living upon Phyſicians; yet out of 
the Remains of dit, erected, ſays ( 18) Eu- 
ſebius, at Cæſarea Philippi, two moſt coſt. 
ly Statues of Braſs, to the Memory of 


(18) In Feel, Hiſt, L., vii. o. 18. LE. 
5 e 


— 


. 


Feſus and of herſelf, and of the Miracle 
wirought by him; which Dr. bitby (19) 
as if he was tainted with Infidelity, endea- 
vours to make an idle Tale of. But ex- 
cepting, I ſay, this Story of the Woman, 
we hear agthing, of any other heal'd Per- 


ſon; which is Matter of ſome Speculation : 
But that the ' Perſons  rais'd from the 
Dead ſhould not at all be mentioned in 

Hiftory for their Labours and Lives af. 
terwards to the Honour of Jeſas, is ab- 


ſolutely unaccountable. Whether ſuch a 


profound Silence in Hiſtory about them 
be not ſhocking of the Credit of the Mi- 
racles, let our Divines conſider. I am of 
Opinion, that if Feſus_ really raisd theſe 
Perſons from the dead; this and no other 
Reaſon, in the Providence of God, can 
be given for the Silence of Eceleſiaſtical Hi- 


ſtoty ahout them afterwards, than to make 


dead letter d Stories of their Miracles, in 


order to turn our Heads entirely to the 


Conſideration of their myſtical Significa- 
tion, without which the Letter, for the 
Argument before us, is deſerving of no 


Regard nor Credit. 


3. By way of Objection to the Letter 
of theſe three Miracles, let us conſider the 


(19) In Loc, Matthei, f 
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Condition af the Perſons raisd 0 


dead; and whether they were at all pro- 


per Perſons for Jeſus to work ſuch a Mi. 


racle upon, in Teftimony of his divine 
Power. If they were improper Perſons 
according to the Letter, tis not nt 
that He, who was 'the Wiſdom of God 
would raiſe them; or if he did, it Wit 


: becauſe: they were the propereſt to on 
nen Emblems of their Stories. ; 


That Jeſus ought to have rais?d all that 74 
dy'd, where-ever he came, during the 


Time of his Miniſtry, none, I preſume, 
can hold. Two or three Inſtances of his 
| almighty and miraculous Power of this 


Kind will be allow'd to be ſufficient : 
But then they muſt be wiſely and judici- 
oufly made Choice of, out of a vaſt Num- 
ber oft Perſons, that muſt needs die in 


that Time. Where then was his Wiſdom 


and Prudence to chuſe theſe three Perſons 


above others to that Honour? Why were 


all of them, or indeed any one of them 
1 to other Perſons of a different 

Age and Condition in the World? Nay, 
if the Letter of their Stories is only to be 
regarded, were not all theſe three Per- 
ſons almoſt the impropereſt and moſt 
unfit of any for Jeſus to exerciſe that 
Power « on? 


Fairus's 


(ar 
 Fairit's Daug hter was an inſig inen 
G1 of tele Years old: 5 there 
could be no Reaſon for raiſing her, bar to 
wipe Sorrow from the Hearts, and Tears 
from the Eyes of her Patents, hd '6ught 
to have been better Philoſophers, than im. 
moderately to grieve. for her. And was 
here a 266g: Reaſon for Jeſus to interpoſe 
with his Almighty Power? No certainly; 
2 Lecture of Parience and Reſignation” in 
this Caſe had been enough. And tho 
Jeſus could raiſe her from the dead; yet 7 
tor as much as that Favour was to be con- 
-ferr'd but on a few; and his Miracles 
_ ought to be uſeful as well as conſpicuous, 
ſheè ſhould have been paſs'd by, as an im- 
proper Object of his Power, in Compari- 
ſon of many others, preſently to he named. 
If therefore a better Reaſon, than What's 

diſeernible in the Letter, is not to be 
feteb'd from the Myſtery Leatt ſuppoſe 
that Jeſus, the Wiſdom of God, would 
raiſe this Girl; but that the modern Be. 
lief of her Refuſcitation, excluſive of the 
myſtical Signification, is, as ſhall be by rl 
by: argued,” altogether' groundleſs. 
The Widow! of Naims Son too We 
but a rievor@ Touth, and whether any 
thing older than the Girl above is doubt. 
ful; but his Life certainly was of no 
mofe Importance to the World after, than 
before 


V 
befote his Reſurrection. And Why was 
the dead? Why had he this Honour done 
him, before others of greater Age, Worth, 
and Uſe to Mankind? Some will ſay, for 


4 


the Comfort of his ſorrowful Mother. And 
is this Reaſan ſufficient ? A Diſcourſe on 
the Pleaſures. of Abraham's Boſom, where 
ſhe would &er long meet her Son, had 
been enough tochear her Heart, If there- 
fore the Fathers don't help me to a ſolid 
myſtical Reaſon, why the Son and only Son 
of a Widow was to be raisd by Jeſus, as 
they were carrying him to his Burial, I'll 
not believe, He would raiſe this dead Boy 
rather than many others, for the Mani. 
feſtation of his Power; but that the Story 
ol his Reſur rection, as ſhall ſoon be reaſo- 
nably proved, was all Sham and Cheat. 
| Lezarus indeed was Jeſuss Friend, 
ſtion but Feſus's Affection was wiſely and 
deſervedly placed on him; ſo here, to 
Appearance, was a better Reaſon for the 
raiſing of him, than of either of the other 
Two. But even this Reaſon, ſuppoſing 
Feſus was to raiſe but three Perſons, is 
not ſufficient againſt the Caſes of many 
others that may be put for the Mani- 
feſtation of his Power, for the Illuſtration 
of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and wy | 
5 | | Con- 


e 
Converſion of Unbelievers: ene 
it this Story of Laarus be not parabo- 
lical, the literal Fact is diſputable, and 
obnoxious to ſuch Exceptions preſently to 
be obſerved en it, 28 will not be cally 
gor. over. 

Jeſus raisd the dead, and wrought 
other Miracles, ſay our Divines often, not 
only to manifeſt his own Power and Glory, 
but his Love to Mankind, and his Incli- 
nation to do them good: For which Rea- 
fon. his Miracles are uſeful and beneficial 
as ben as' cia sere and ſupernatural 
Acts, on purpoſe to conciliate Men's 
Affe ions 15 Well as their Faith to him. 
On this Topick our Divines are cop 2 
and rhetorical, hen they write on/Feſus's 
Miracles, as if no more uſeſul and wen- 
derful Works could be done, than what 
he did. And I do agree with them, that 
(what Reaſon beſpeals) the Miracles of 
pretended Author of Religion ought to be 
both as uſeful and great as could 
be. But ſuch were not 's Miracles 
according to Letter, and tcaft of all his Acts 
of raiſing che dead. For if we conſider 
the Perſons rais d by him, we ſhall find, 
— could hardly have exerted his Power 

on any of leſs Importance to the World, 
boch before and after their Reſurrection. 


A young Girl indeed is fitter to be 8 


4) 
[ITY Genpetid old Woman, who ts the 
Courſe of Nature Was to return to Cor- 
fuptian again as ſoon as reſtor'd to Life: 
And a Bey crather than an.infirm old Man 
for! the ſame Reaſon: And Lararus the 
Friend of Jeſus, perhaps, and but perhaps, 
rather than his profeſsd Enemy. But 
bar are theſe three Perſons in Compari- 
ſon of many others of other Circum- 
ſtances? Inſteaq of a Boy and a Girl, and 
even of Lagatus, Who were all of no 
Conſequence to the Publick, either before 
or ſinde, I ſhould think, Jeſus ought to 
have rais' d an uſeful Magiſtrate, whoſe 
Life had been a common Bleſſing; an in- 
duſtrious Merchant whoſe, Death was a 
pꝓublick Loſs; a Father» of a numerous 
Family, which; for a comfortable Subſiſt. 
ante dependedt on him. Such dead Ob- 
jects of Jaſusds Power and Compaſſion 
eould not but offer themelves, during the 
Timeof his Mimi ey; and if he meant to 
be gas uſeful as he uud, in his Miracles, 
he would habe laid hold on them. If a 
few Perſons only were, to be raisd from 
tlie dead. the foreſaid were the propereſt, 


whoſe; Reſurrection ahd Return to 4 Life 


would have begotten the Applauſe as well 
as the Wonder of the World; would 
moſt extenſjvely ha ve ſpread Feſuss Fame; 


and would 5 gain'd 1 Love > | 
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Diſciple ſhip of all that heard of his being 
ſo great a Benefactor to Mankind. Such 
monſtrated him to be a moſt benign as 

well as a mighty Agent; and none in In- 
tereſt or Prejudice could have open'd their 

Mouths againſt him, eſpecially if the Per. 

ſans rais'd from the dead were ſelected 

upon the Recommendation of the People 

f this or that City. But that an inſigni- 

ficant Bey and à Girl, (forſooth!Y and the 

obſcure Lazarus,” are preferr'd by Jeſus, 
to ſuch publick and more deſerving Per- 
ſons, is unaccountable. Their Story there- 
fore, upon this Argument, ſavours of Ro- 
mance and Fraud; and unleſs the Myſtery 
help us to, what the Letter can't, a good 

Reaſon for Feſus's Conduct here, the Mi- 

racles may be hence juſtly queſtiond, and 

the Credibility of their Report diſputed. 

But now I am ſpeaking of the Fitneſs 

and Unfitnefs of deceaſed Perſons to have 

this grand Miracle wrought on them; it 
comes into my Head to ask, why Jeſus 
rais d not John the Baptiſt to Life again? 
A Perſon of greater Merits, and more 
_ worthy. of the Favour of Jeſus and of 
this Miracle, could not be. If 7 
could raiſe any from the dead, he would 
ſurely have raiſed him; and why did he 
not? This a „ Queſtion, and an 
2 1 
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at all dead, when 7e 


Anſwer ſhould be thought on for it. Was 


of the Hands of his Enemies; and the 


tacking it again to his Body, and the inſu. 


ſing new Life into him was no more diffi” 
cult to ee the Reſuſcitation of a 
ſtinking VL ir caſs. If Jeſus had here exer- 

ted his Power, and rais'd his deareſt Friend 
and choiceſt Miniſter for the Preparation, 
if not Propagation of the Goſpel, none 
could queſtion his Ability to raiſe any 


- others, the? he had rais'd no more. Bur 


in as much as 70%n the Baptiſt, one of his 
ſingular Merits and Services to CHhriſt, was 
overlook'd, and neglected by him; and 
three uſeleſs and inſignificant Perſons had 
this Honour done them, the Facts may 
reaſonably be called into queſtion, and, if 


the Myſteries don't ſolve the Difficulty, 


their literal Stories may hence be accoun- 


ted fooliſh, fictitious and fabulous; eſpe- 


4. That none of theſe three rais'd 
Perſons had been long enough dead to 
amputate all Doubt of Feſus's miraculous 
Power in their Reſurrection. As to Farrus's 
Daughter, ſhe was but newly expired, if 


eſus brought her to 
5 Life 


e d ß ut nao a 


bur aſleep. © And according to Th 


> again. 75 0 b bim felt Eye wa} 


amens ( 20) and Theophilact (21) there 


is room to ſuſpect that this Gi was only 


K215y@ beſide herſelf. And it is net impoſ- 
lible,” but the paſſionate Skreains of the 


Feminine By:ſtanders might fright᷑ her into 


Fits, that bore the Appearance e of E Death; 


/ otherwiſe why 4 did Jeſus turn theſe inor- 
dinate 9 out of the Houſe, before 
he could Bring her te her Senſes again? And 


h y did he tell her Parents, that ſne Was 


ont in a Bleep, but to comfort them wirh 
the Poſſibility ofhisawakening her out of it? 


Is not this deſtructive of the Miracle, and 
making no more of it, than What another | 


Man'might do? And is there not ſome 
Probability; that here's the whole of this 


Story? But ſuppoſing ſhe was really dead, 
yet for the fake of an indiſpur able Miracle 


in her Reſur - ion,” it muſt-be granted, 
that ſhe ought to have been much longer, 
ſome Days, if not Weeks, dead and buried. 


As to the Widow of Naim's Son, there | 
Was ſomewhat more of the Appearance of 
Death in him, than in Fairus's Daughter. 


He was carried forth to his Burigl, and ſo 
Kee be preſumed to be reath' 


(ao) "Pucllam ex -illo Tumultu plangentium ſtupore correp- 


ö tam eſſe, non vero defunctam. In > Homil. 4, Fairi fis. 


* 1) In Loc. Mattbæ. . 
E 2 Corpfe. 


eophanes 
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C OY But might nor here be Fraud 01 
Miſtake in the Caſe? Hiſtory and com- 


5 mon Fame affords Inſtances of the miſta- 


ken Deaths of. Pesſans, who ſometimes 
have been unfortunacely. buried alive, and 
at other Limes happily, by one Means ur 
other, reſtored to Life: And who know! 
or Jeſus, upon ſome Inſor mation or 
other, might ſuſpect this 'Youth,,c9.ibe 
in alethengick State, and had a/ Mind 20 
try, if by chafing, Gg, he, could not, dg, 
What ſucceſsfully. he did, bring him to his 
Senſes again? Or might not a Piece of 
Fraud be here concerted be Ween Jeſus, 
a ſubtil Vouth, and his Mother and others; 
and all the Formalities of a Death anti Bu- 
rial contrived, that Zeſuws, whoſe Fame for 
a Worker of Miracles was to be raisd, 
might here have an Opportunity to makæ 
a Shew of a grand one. The Mourning of 
the Widow, who had her Tears at Com- 
mand and Jeſuss caſual meeting of the 
Corpſe upon the Road, looks like Contti- 
vance to put the better Face upon the 
Matter. God forbid, that I ſhould. ſuſ- 
pect, there was any Fraud of this Kind 
here; but of the Poſſidility of 1 it, none 
can doubt. And where there is a Poſ- 
ſibility of Fraud, it is Nonſenſe, and 
mere Credulity to talk of a real, certain 
pad R Miracle, eſpecially. where 


the 
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the Ju 
; racles has been -dett 
other Tricks. All that Khaverofay here 


Myſtery don accodar for Jesus top! 5p 
_ thetBearersof hi Corp 


Miracle And I oui have wild, if, 


nour, and Propagation of his Fame, Inf. 
delt, who take (Qhriſtianity for an 1 


e IDS DW t e 


— Wiker ofhfts. 
ed: in ſome of hk 


to this Matter: d is that if Je hud a 
mind to raiſe che S of this Widdw, in 
Teſtimony of dis divine Powers be HMeuld 


have ſufferd himitu have been Hhuffed W 


or three Weeks fibſtz otherwiſe! if the 


*Bulpleion of 


hete; is too mio ROοn 


Cheat in che Lertur Uf cls Story? 10} 20) 


..c Cozarus's Cale fremsxb bethe leſs exe 


tionabla of thethree}) He hall been beried 
faur Days, and ſuppoſed to he putrifed .in 


the Opinion of his: Siſter. 


Aan, and of mo- 
Arn Obriſtiags? And if fo, his Refuſcita- 
tion Was a aiwlt | 


grand cand indiſputable 


had not loved the Myſtery rather than 
the Letter, that no Cavil ald Exception 
could have been malle to it. Whether La- 
Sarus, who was Jeſus's Friend and beloved 
— would not come into Meal! ures 


Lord, for the Deſenee of his Ho. 


mp. 
ſture, will not queſtion: And whethet hie 


would not conſent to be intetr'd alive, in 
z hollow Cave, where there was oily 2 


Rane: the Moutty of it, as long as 


065) 
| 1. Man could ill; hone chem will ddube. 
ur Days was a too ora Man 
to ſaſt without Danger of Health; but if 
thoſe four Days are numberad: according to 
the Arithmetick of Jeſus s 2hbree Days in his 
Grave, they are reducible to two Days and 
chree Nights, which Time, if no Victuals Z 
were ſceretly,convey'd:with: — „ Man 
ight ſaſt. in Laxaruss Cave. As to the 
Ainking of Lagaruss Carkaſs: Thar; e 
will fay, was hut the Aſſertion ann Siſter 
Pescador nl Prologur to a Fart. 
None of the Spectators at his Reſurtection , 
1y.one;Word:of his ſtinking. nd as to 
the Weeping and: . nn 225 
and of s Sisters, they will ſay 
that Was all Sham and Counterfeit): tlie 
better to carry on the I uggle of ba ſeign d 
Reſurrection. And Whats worſt of all, 
they will ſay, that tho? Tee did call L. 
aus. forth with a hbud Loire, as if he had 
been as, deaf as. a dead Man; yet his Face 
ag bamd-dbout euithi\e Napkin; ſo that 
the Spectators could not diſcery ligt was 
of the Eſſence of che Miracle, the Change 
- of his Countenance from a dead to a live 
one, whicyis a: plain Sign, that it Was all 
Fraud and, Empoſture. 10 n i 
God forbid, that I ſhould have tlie ſame 
| Senſe. with Infidels, of this Matter;:\but to 
R juſt to their — and Imagina- 


tions 


4 


pe 4 


tions here, I muſt needs ſay; there are ſome 
other unhappy Circumſtances, preſently tro 


== 


are not emblematical, make it the moſt 


notorious Cheat and Impoſtute that ever 
was put upon Mankind. In the mean 


Time, from what is here argued, it is 
plain, that Lagarus was not ſo long dead 
and buried, as that there is no Room to 
doubt of the Miracle of his Reſurrection. 
Now whether theſe Arguments againſt 
theſe three Miracles, dran from the 
Shortneſs of the Time, in which theſe, 
Perſons lay for dead, have any Force in 


them, let our Divines conſider. If no- 


thing of all this is in their Opinion affect- 

ing of the Credit of the Miracles; yet 
they muſt allow, that Jeſus, if he could 
raiſe the dead, might have made Choice 


ofother Inſtances of Perſons, more unqueſti- 
onably dead, who had lain longer in their 


Graves, and were in a viſible State of Putre- 


faction. And if this grand Miracle of railing | 


the dead was to be wrought by Jeſus for 
the Manifeſtation of his Glory, and in 


Teſtimony of his Authority; he ſhould 


have exerciſed his Power on ſome ſuch _ 
Perſons, nominated by the Magiſtrates of 
ſhould be preſent at the miraculous: Ope- 
ration, beholding the putrified Bodies, 
SHY - Tx | (with- 
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(without a Napkin before their Faces) and 
vigorated with new: Fleſh, rafter the Simi 
litude of their priſtine Form, when in 
Health and full Strength. Becauſe that ve. 


ſus rais'd/\not ſome; ſick Perſons to Life, 
I muſt take the Stories of the three Mi- 
racles befgre! us to be but typical of more 
myſterious Works; or believe them ſor 
the Arguments above to be downright 
Cheats and Fables. And what is enough 
to induce a modern Divine to this Opini- 


— 2 4 


5. The Conſideration, that none of 
theſe rais'd Perſons did or could, after the 


Return of their Souls to their Bodies, tell 


any Tales of their ſeparate Exiſtence, other- 

wile the Evangeliſts had: not been ſilent 

in this main Point, which is of the Eſſence 
of Chriſtianity. Are not our Divines 
here reduced to an unhappy Dilemma, 
either to deny the ſeparate Exiſtence of the 
Soul, or the precedent Deaths of theſe 

rais'd Perſons? As Chriſtians, we profeſs 
to believe both, which ſeemingly are in- 
compatible; or the Evangeliſts had made 
ſuch a Relation, as their return d Souls had 
iven of the other World. ; Was any Per. | 
on, in this Age, to be rais'd to Life, that 
had been ſome time dead; the firſt Thing 
ae, | that 


\ 


that his Friends and Acquaintance would 
enquire of him, would be to know, where | 
his Soul had been? in what Company? 
and how it had fared: with him? and Hi. 
ſtorians would certainly record his Narra- 
tive. The ſame Curioſity could not but 
' poſſeſs People of old, when theſe Miracles 
were wrought; and if the rais'd Perſons 
had told any Stories of their ſeparate Ex- 
iſtence, the Evangeliſts no leſs unqueſti- 
onably would have reported them, in as 
much as ſuch a Report would have been 
not only a Confirmation of that Doctrine, 
which is of the Eſſence of our Religion; but 
an abſolute Confutation of the Jadaucees 
and Sceptiſts of that Age, and of the Ma. 
terialiſts of this. But this their Silence in 
this Caſe is of bad Conſequence, either to 
the Doctrine of the Soul's Exiſtence in 
Separation from the Body, or to theſe Mi- 
racles themſelves, ſince we muſt hereupon 
almoſt neceſſarily hold, that theſe rais'd 
Perſons were not at all dead, or that their 
Souls dy'd with them. ; St. 
The Author of a Sermon, aſcrib'd to 
St. Auguſtin, tells 8 25 that Lazarus af. 
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_ (22) Atque ut miraculum divinæ Virtutis _accreſces 
ret, dum Convivis interrogantibus triſtia Loca pœnarum, 
ſedeſq; alta note ſemper obſcuras, Lazarus indicat diligenti- 
narratione per ordinem: Diu quæſiti longiſque temporibus 

| | ” | | ignorati 
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ter his Reſurrection made a large Report of 
Hell, where he had been: But as this is a 
mere Fiction of that Author, without the 
leaſt Authority from Scripture; fo I pre- 
ſume it will be accounted a Blunder in 
him, to ſuppoſe the Soul of Lazarus, the 
Friend and beloved of Jeſus, was in Hel. 
The Soul of Feſus indeed, for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf, upon his Death, de- 
ſcended into Hell, when ſome think he 
_ ſhould rather have E the penitent 
Thief, into Paradiſe. But the Thoughts, 
that any of Feſus's Friends ſhould go to 
| Hell, I ſuppoſe will not be borne with; 
or what will become of the Preachers of 
this Age, who would be accounted Men 
of that Denomination. And if Lazarus's 
Soul had been in Paradiſe, it was hardly 
a good Work in Jeſus to recall it, for thir- 
ty Years afterwards, to the Miſeries and 
Troubles of this wicked World. I wiſh 
therefore our Divines could determine, 
where Lazaruss Soul was for the four 
Days of his Burial 5 becauſe I can't poſſi- 
bly conceive any thing elſe, than that he 
was not really dead, or that his Soul dy'd 
with him, or went to a bad Place, other- 
wiſe after his Reſurrection he had never 
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ignorati invenerunt tandem Inferi Proditorem. In Sem. cxvi, 
Adppend. St. Auguſt. : 8 


abſcond- 


But 


} 
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abſconded for fear of the . as if he 


Was unwilling to die again, and return to 


the Place from whence he came. 


/ 


But however it was with the Souls o 


theſe rais'd Perſons before their Re- union 
to their Bodies, here is another Difficulty 
and Objection againſt theſe Miracles; and 


how will our Divines get over it? Perhaps 


: they may ſay, that tho theſe rais'd Perſons 
were before really dead; yet their Souls 


were not as yet gone totheir Places prepar'd 


of God for them, but continued hovering 


about their Bodies, like the Flame about 

the Snuff of a Candle, with Defires 

OO =n—terumg; revert  _ 
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to be again rejoin'd to them. And with 
all my Heart let this Anſwer paſs, if our 
Divines and Infidels can ſo agree upon it. 
As for my own Opinion, it is this, that 
theſe, Miracles of 7eſus are Parables, and 


that it was beſide the Purpoſe of the Para- 
ble, and of the Evangeliſts to ſay any thing 
of the Place and State of the Soul upon 


its Sepa ration from the Body; otherwiſe 
the Letter of their Stories is manifeſtly 
obnoxious to the Objection above, or the 
Deaths of theſe pretended rais'd Perſons, 
upon Chriſtian Principles, are queſtionable, 
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6. And h Let us conſider the in- 
trinſick Abſurdities and Incredibilities of 
the ſeveral Stories of theſe three Miracles. 
And ſuch Abſurdities ſhall we find in them, 
that, if they had been intended as Teſti. 
monies of Jeſus's divine Power, they had 
never been inſerted in theſe Narratives. 
A s to Fairuss Daughter, and her Reſur- 
rection from the dead, St. Hilary (23) 
hints, that there was no ſuch Perſon as 
Fairus, whoſe Name was fictitious, and 
coin'd with a ſpiritual Signification for the 
Uſe of the Parable; and he gives this 
Reaſon, and a good Reaſon it is, why he 
thought ſo, becauſe it is elſewhere (24) 
intimated in the Goſpel, that none of the 
Rulers of the Synagogues confeſſedly be- 
lieved on Feſus. Is not here then a ſtum- 
bling- Block at the Threſhold of the Let- 
ter of this Story? But why did Jeſus ſay, 
this Girl was but in a Sleep? If he was 
going to work a Miracle in her Reſuſcita- 
tion, he ſhould not have call'd Death, 
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(23) Princeps hic, Lex eſſe intelligitur, quæ Dominum 
orat pro Plebe, quam ipſa Chriſto prædicata ejus Adventus 
Expectatione nutriverat, ut Vitam mortuæ reddat. Nam 

nullum Principem credidiſſe legimus, ex quo Perſona bujus 
Principis orantis meritò in Typum aptabitur, In Loc. Mats. 
(24) John vij. 48. and xii. 42. | e 


5 Steep; 


N 


Sleep; but if others had been of a contrary 
Opinion, he ſhould firſt have convinced 
them of the Certainty of her Death, be- 
fore he did the great Work on her. And 


why did he charge the Parents of the Girl 
not to ſpeak of the Miracle? If he meant 
it as a Teſtimony of his divine Power, 


he ſhould rather have exhorted them, in 


Juſtice to himſelf, to publiſh it, and make 


it well known: And why, as St. Ambroſe 


(25) puts the Queſtion, did he turn the 
People out of the Houſe, before he would 


raiſe her? The more Witneſſes are pre- 
ſent at a Miracle, the better it is atteſted, 
and the more readily believed by others; 
and who ſhould be preſent at the Miracle 


rather than thoſe who were incredulous of 


Jeſus's divine Power? Ate not all theſe 
. Circumſtances, ſo many Abſurdities, which, 
if they are not to be accounted for in the 
Myſtery, are ſo far deſtructive of the Ler- 
ter, as that it is Nonſenſe and Folly in our 
 Drivmes to talk of a Miracle here, againſt 


Feſuss expreſs Word and Prohibition to 


the contrary. tt > 11 7 
As to the Story of the Widow of Naim's 


Son, excepting what is before obſerved of 


. 25) Quæ tamen tantz.diverficatis Cauſã ? Supra pub- 


lice Viduz filius ſuſcitatur, hic removentur plures arbitri. 
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„ 
** of the Time, in which * lay 
dead, and of the Unfitneſs of his Ferſan 


to be rais d before an Husband and Father 


of a Family, to the Comfort of his Wife 
and Children, (which are enough to over- 
throw the Credibility of the Miracle) I have 
1 no more Fault to find in 115 Letter 
i ee, 
But the long story of Lune is ſorbrim- 
ful of Abſurdities, that, if the Letter alone 
is to be regarded, St. John, who was then 
above a hundred, when he wrote it, had 
lived beyond his Reaſon and Senſes, or he 
: es not have committed them. , 
I have not room here to make Remarks 
as all theſe Abſurdities, which would be 
the Work of a Volume; but ſhall ſingle 
out three or four of them at preſent, re- 
ſerving the reſt for another Opportunity, 
when the whole Story of this Miracle will 
appear to be ſuch a Contexture of Folly 


and Fraud, in its Contrivance, Execution, 


and Relation, as isnot to be equall'd in 
all romantick Hiſtory ; and our Divines 
will find themſelves ſo diſtreſsd upon the 
DifſeQion and Diſplay of it, as that they 

muſt of Neceſſity allow this Story to bb | 
but a Parable; or, what's moſt grievous 
to think on, give vp their REO upon 


It. 
Tin, 


„ 
Firſi then, obſerve that Jeſus is ſaid to 


have wert and groan d for the Death of 


Lagarus: But why ſo, ſays (26) St. Bafil? 


Was not this an Abſurdity to weep at all 


for the Death of him, whom he could, 


and was about to recover to Life again? 
Another Man may as reaſonably grieve 


for the Abſence of his Friend, whoſe Com- 
pany and Preſence he can retrieve in an 
Inſtant, as that Feſus ſhould ſhed Tears 
for Lazarus in this Caſe. If Jeſus could 


not, or would not raiſe him from the dead, 
he ought not, as a Philoſopher* who knows 
Man is born to die, to betray ſo much 


Weakneſs as to weep for him. Patience 


and Reſignation unto God upon the Death 


of our deareſt Friends and Relations is 


what all Philoſophers have rightly taught; 


and Jeſus, one would think, ſhould have 


been the moſt Heroical Example of theſe 
Graces ; and how. came he to fail of it 
here? A Stoical Apathy had better be- 


came him than ſuch childiſh: and effemi- 


nate Grief, which not only makes him a 


mean and poor-ſpirited Mortal; but is a 


groſs Abſurdity and Incredibility upon Con- 
ſideration of his Will and Power to fetch 


26) Qua igitur Ratione, qui tanta bæc erat facturus, 


. 1d quod evenit, judicaſſet meritò Lacrymis eſſe proſequen- 
dum?. In Homil, de Gratiarum Action. A 6 
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8 . 
Lagarus to Life again. If there be not, 
according tothe Fathers, Myſtery in theſe 
Tears of Jeſus, they are a fooliſh and un- 

natural Prelude to a Farce he was acting, 
in the pretended Reſuſcitation of Lazarus. 
Some antient Catholicks not being ap- 
priſed of the Myſtery, were ſo offended 
at theſe Words, Feſus wept, that, as Epi. 
phanius (27) ſays, they expung'd them our 
of their Bibles; and F wonder, they have 
not, before now, diſturb'd the Faith of 
Miniſters of the Lefter, to the utter Re- 
jection of the Miracle, ot 


_ Secondly, Obſerve that John ſays, it was 
with a loud Voice, that Jeſus call'd Laza- 
rus forth out of his Cave. And why, I 
pray, a louder Voice than ordinary? Was 
dead Lazarus deafer than Fairus's Daugh- 
ter, or the Widow's Son? Or was his 
Soul at ſo great a Diſtance from his Body, 
as he could not hear a ſtill and low Voice ? 
Some ſuch filly Reaſon as this muſt be gi- 
ven for this loud Voice here; but how ab- 
ſurd it is according to the Letter, Infidels - 
will judge, till Chriſtians can aſſign a bet- 
ter. The dead can hear the Whiſper of 
the Almighty, if Power go along with it, 
ws on Car alicis CITE 1 91 
Druſium in Loc. Fohan, : in SIRE 
_ | as 


aw 


4 


1 INI RY 

_—_ ee he Saab e 4 Ss Ste 
Jobs enQtiould not have written of 4 

| Voide, leſs he meant to his 
Story to the Macities and Concaptions of 
the "Ay WI have no: Appfehenſions 


of God's: Power, Wü of dee nene 
We ſentarjons' oN een eto] 


* 10 3. . 
« Ehirdh, Berti 2. fi ale 

bo well guardect a 
Fraud, was thinking) 
fardity, char the Napkin; 
Lazarus, was not taken ft hs Fadce;that 
the Spectatots might behd his martied 

| Looks, and the miracolous-t Pnge of his 
Cduntenance from Death unte fe. What 
Tnfidels thinks of this Circuinſtaſ I knorr 
not: I hope it is not with then Token 
of Fraud and Impoſture; thoꝰ Im „nN 
ſay, that if the Fathers did not letij * 
to the Myſtery of the Napkin about _ 
rus's Face when F Lead ben nd 1 
e ey if) | 0 it. 
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Furz and laſly, Obſerve, St. John 1 
gays, v. 45. that mans of 'the' Jews, ü 
had ſeen the Things that ſeſus did here, 
believed on him; and ſome of then," v. 46. 
who did not believe, Went their Ways $ 
the Phariſees, and told them what Thing 
Jeſus had done in _ pretended Mirackc, 
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+463. 
and hownths Buſineſs. was tranſalled: 
Whereupon the Chief Prieſts and Phari- N 


; ſees — ſo far incens d as v. 53. from that 


Day forth ethey tool Council tygether to put 
him to. Death; and Ch. xii- 10. conſulted, 
that they might put Lazarus alſo'to. Death. 
Jeſus ib (and his Diſciples and La. 


Sarus fled for it, for 82 v. 5 4. walkd 


no more openty/ among 
thence into a — 4 to the Wilderneſs 


(a convenient hiding) Place) and there con- 
tinued with his Diſciples; otherwiſe in all 


the. Fews, = Went 


Probability they had. been, all acrificed. 
I dare not argue upon theſe; e 


neither would J, for the Honour 
oſ Jeſus have mention'd; them; but that 
my old Friend, the Jewiſh Rabbi, who 
help d me to the Satirical Invective againſt 


Jeſus's Mitacle of turning Water into Mine, 


has hence form'd an Objection againſt La- 
Sarur's Reſurrection, and ſent me a Letter 
upon ĩt, deſiring me to publiſh it, and ex- 


hort the Clergy to anſwer it; otherwiſe he 
would clandeſtinely hand it about to the 


Prejudice of our Religion: Whereupon I, 
rather than Chriſtianity ſhould ſo ſuffer, do 
here publiſh it, and it is as follows. 


e Fir, When we laſt diſcours'd on Jeſus S 


1 Miracles, I promiſed to ſend you my 
Thoughts on Lagarus's Reſurrection, 
« which 1 oo upon as a notorious Im- 


e. poſture, 


— 


cc 
ac 


1 


* 
cc 


poſture, and for | 
farther; than to the Circumſtances of its 


the Proof ofit; need go no 


Story, which your Evangeliſt has related. 


If there had been an indiſputable Mi- 
racle wrought in Laxarus's ReſurreQi- 
* on; why were the Chief Prieſts and Pha- 
riſees ſo incensd upon it, as #0. Fake 
Council to put both Feſus and Lagarus to 
Death for it? Where was the Provoca- 


tion? I can conceive none. Tho the 


Fews were ever ſo canker'd with Ma- 
lice and Hatred to Feſus before; vet 


ſuch a moſt ſtupendous Miracle was 


enough to! ſtop their Mouths, and turn 
their Hearts: Or if their Prejudices a- 


ainſt Feſus were inſuperable, and they 
ated him but the more for the Num- 


ber and Greatneſs of his Miracles; yet 


why is poor Lazarus, inoffenſive Laza- 


rus, upon whom this good and great 


Work was wrought, an Object of their 


Hatred too? Your Divines are to give a 
eredible and probable Account of this 
Matter, ſuch a one as will comport with 
Reaſon and Senſe; or we ſhall eonclude, 
that it was Fraud, detected in this pre- 
tended Miracle, which juſtly. provok*d 
* the Indignation of our Anceſtors. 


« To ſay, what is all you can ſay, that 
it was downright Inhumanity, Barbarity 


* and Brutality in the Fews to hate La- 
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"Jeſus; will not doihar: 
„Tho thi may paſs wich many Chriſti- 
ans, who are ready'ro-fwatiow, without 

© chewing, any evil Reports of our Na- 
yer it can't go down with rea. 
ſonable and unprefudic'd Men, who 
E * muſt have other Conceptions of human 

„Nature in all Ages and Nations, than 


« to think 1 it poſlible, that a Man, in La- 
b Saruss Caſe, can be hated and perſecu- 


« ted, tor having had ſuch a good and on- 
„ derful Work done on him And wh 
et then was he hated and perſecuted ? ; 
« ſay, for this, and no other Reaſon, than 
« becavſc he was a Confederate with Feſus 
jn the wicked Porters he od pureing 
“ upon Mankind. 
< But ſuppoſing, what is never to be 
tc granted, that the Fews of old were fo 
“ jnhuman, brutiſh and barbarous, 2s to 


e hate and perſecute Lazarus as well as 


« Fefus for this Miracle; yet why did 


« Jeſus and his Diſciples, with Lazarus, 
run away and abſcond upon it? for they 


.« v. 54. walkd no nie openly among the 


& Jews, but went thence into a Country near 


to the Wilderneſs, and there Jeſus continud 
<« with his Diſciples. Is not here a plain 
„Sign of Guilt and of Fraud? Men, that 


have God's Cauſe, Truth and Power on 
4 their ch never want Courage and Re. 
| « ſolution 


« 7 43 » 2 
«ſolution e it. Rad however 
your Ohriſtian Prieffs may palliate che 
cc er and timorous Conduct of Je. 
« ſus and his Oonfederates in this Caſe; 
* yet with me, tis like Demonſttation, 
« that there was a diſcover'd Cheat in the 
Miracle, or they would undauntedly 
have faced their Enemies, without Fears 
“ and Apprehenſions of Nanger from them. 
5180 Our 4 Anceſtors then, who unqueſtio- 
© nably detected the Fraud, were in the 
. on't to proſecute with Severity, 
the whole Party concern'd in it: And if 
„they had aveng'd the Wickedneſs of it 
© upon Lazarus as well as they did upon 
7 Feſus; IT ſhould have commended them 
7 for it. Whether ſuch a monſtrous Im- 
< poſture, as was this pretended Miracle, 
* happily diſcover'd, does not call aloud for 
« Vengeance and moſt exemplary Puniſh- 
“ ment; and whether any Nation of the 
7 World would ſuffer the like with Im- 
< punity, let any Man judge. 

For all the Reports of your Goſpels, 
„it 15: unnatural to hate a. miraculous 
Healer of Diſeaſes; and there muſt be 
4 fomewhar ſuppr ess d about the Invetera- 
4 cy of the 2 Jeſus, or his healin 
Power, if it was fo great as is Ang , 
C muſt have . them to him: But 
i pions hep ſhpuld hate not only Teſte: for 
ra iſing 


(0 46 99 } | | 
= 0 „ raiſing the dead, but the Perſon rais'd 
*, by him, is een incredible, and 

bo impoſſible. tit d „ 

If Hiſtorians can paballdl this story of 
the Malignity of the 7e towards Je. 
* ſus and Lagarus upon ſuch” a real Mi- 
e racle, with any Thing equally barbarous 
* and inhuman, in any other Se& or Na- 
tion; we will acknowledge the Truth 
of it againſt our ancient Nation: Or if 
ſuch Inhumanity, abſtractedly conſider d, 
te be at all agreeable to the Conceptions 
« any one can form of human Nature in 
< the moſt unciviliz d and brutiſh People, 

« we will allow our Anceſtors, in this 

et Caſe, to have been that People. | We 
Was ſuch a real and indiſpurable Mi 
4 racle, as this of Lazarus is ſuppoſed; to 
be wrought at this Day in Confirmation 
« of Chriſtianity, I dare ſay, it would 
bring all us Jes, to a Man, into the Be. 
c lief of it: And I don't think it poſſible, for 
4 any People to be ſo bigotted, byaſs d, 
and prejudiced, as not to be wrought 
“ on by it. Or if they would not part 
« with 1 Intereſts and Prejudices upon 


„.it, they would have more Wit and 


* Temper, than to break forth into a Rage 
« againſt all or any of the Perſons concer. 
ee ned in it. And, for my Life, I can en- 
e tertain no worſe Thoughts of our old 

Bhs Nation. 1 
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1 ( 4 3 
0 « Suppoſing. 30 . ſen an Am- 
4 en at 0 rig! Who, to convince 


een 


« « of - eb Reſi W in 17 — 1 55 
« ſence of a Multitude of Spectators; how 
ee. would your Biſhops, and, Clergy behave 
themſelves pon it? Why, they would 


8 


« be as mute as Fiſhes ; or if they did 
« fret and grieve inwardly for the Loſs 


« of their: Intereſts; , yet they would have 


_ .« more Prudence (ask them-elle,) than to 
„ ſhew, their Anger openly, and perſecute 
both Agent and Patient for it. Where- 
fore then are they ſo cenſorious and un- 
«- charitable. as to preach and believe ano- 


„ ther Notion aud Doctrine of our An- 
3 ceſtors? 3 


£3 


e 52 falle Prophet, for the . 
n Hireling Prieſthood, ſhould, 
in ſpite to the Clergy, counterfeit ſuch a 
« Miracle, and be detected in the Opera- 
55 tion; how then would Prieſts. and Peo- 


«. ſion of 11 


ple, Magiſt rates and SubjeQs, behave up- 


* 75 it? Why, they would be full of In- 


« dignation, and from that day forth would 


„ take Council to put the is, and his - 


<, Confederate to Death, of: which they 
'« would be moſt deſerving; and if they 


2 did not abſcond 04 1 K or it, like Zeſus 


4 * and > 
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(46). 


Lend bis Diſch les to 4 Wilderneſs 77 the 
Connery ko hide themſelves, the Rage of 
the Populace would! hardly. wair the 
Leiſure eee tei and make 
« terrible Examples of them Was not 
this exactly the Cale of e Impo- 
ture of tlie Reſurrection of La 

* and of the Puniſnment he was th 
Wi: with, and afterwards moſt jultly under. 
wem for w? : * COLLEPT 6 unt e: e 5 
„ Mankind may be in ſome Cakes very ; 
4 , Obddrate, and fo hard'of Belief as to ſtand 
* it out againſt Senſe; Reaſon and Demon- 
* ſtration: But 1 will not think worſe. of 
® of our Anceftorsthan ef the reft of Man- 
4 kind; or that they any more than others 
©! would ha ve withffogd a clear and indiſ. 
putable Miraele in Lazarus's Reſuſcita- 
<« tion. Such a manifeſt Miracle, let it be 
< wrought for what End and Purpoſe we 
can poſſibliy imagine; would ſtrike Men 
<' with' Awe and Reverence; and none 
r could hate and perſeeute the Author of 
« the Miracle ; leſt He who could raiſe 
« the dead; mould exert᷑ His Power againſt 
* themſelves, and eitlier wound: or ſmite 
them dead With it. For which Reaſon, 
the Reſurreftion of Lagarus, on thecer- 
4 tain Knowledge of our Anceſtors; was 
* all Fraud, or tley would lia ve reverenc'd 
and ador'd the! Power of him that did i wy 
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£37002 = ma} ; be true, what John fays, that 


of 2 who bad ſcen the 
s did believed: on him; 


4 28 bay lions that he had wrought 
“ here a great Miracle: But who were 

* theſe? the ignorant and credulous, whom — 
A much leſs Juggler than Mr. Fawkes 


cc could: eaſily impoſe on. But on the other 
Hand, it is certain, according to Cbriſti. 
% n Commentators, that ſome of tbem did not 
< believe the Miracle, but went their ways 
o the Phariſees, and told them what 


<< hinge Jeſus had done; chat is, told them 


« after what manner the Intrigue was 


2 managed, and complain d of the Fraud 


„ jn it. How they came to ſuſpect and 


. diſoover the Fraud, was not Jobns 


« Buſineſs to relate; and for want of 
“other ancient Memorials, we can only. 
< gueſsat it. Perhaps they diſcern d ſome 
«< Motion in Lagarus's Body, before the 
G; Word of Command, to come forth; was 
« given; perhaps they diſcoverd ſome 
E Fragments of the Food, that for Four 
ce Days in the Cave, he had ſubſiſted on: 
* But however this was, they could 'not 
« but take Notice of the Napkin about his 


Face all the while; which Jeſus, to pre- 


« vent all Suſpicion of Cheat, ſhould have 


< rſt order'd ito be taken off, that his 


Nh morrify*@Countenance might beview'd, 


* be. 
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before the miraculous. Change of it to 
Life Was wrought. This Neglect in 
Jeſus (which I wonder ohn had no 
more Wit than to hint at) will be a 
laſting ObjeQion to the Miracle. Jeſus 
was wiſer, than not to be aware of the 
Objection, which he would have obvi- 
< ated; if he durſt, by a Removal of the 
© Napkin, to the Satisfaction of all SpeQta- + 
tors there preſent. Becauſe this was 
not done, we Fews now deny, there 

« was any Miracle wrought; and, whe- 
ther our Unbelief, upon this Circum- 

- ſtance, be not well grounded, we ap- 
peal to Chriſtian Prieſts themſelves, who 
muſt on, that if there was a Miracle 
here, the Matter was ill conducted by 
Feſus, or fooliſhly related by his Evan- 


8 


lt is a ſad Misfortune that attends our 
modern Enquiry aſter Truth, that there 
are no other Memorials extant of the 
Life and Miracles of Jeſus, than what 
are written by his own Diſciples. Not 
only old Time has devour'd, but Chri- 
ſtians themſelves (which in the Opinion 
of the Impartial makes for us) when 
they got Power into their Hands, wil- 
fully deſtroy'd many. Writings of our 
Anceſtors, as well as of Ceſſus and Porphi- 
ry, and others, which they could not an- 
. e 


3 


= 


+ | & 
9 2 8 9 $9 115 N 
17 „ 1 3 
1 L Y 


, 
* 
55 


„ ſwer; otherwiſe I doubt not but they - 


„ would have given us clear Light into 


* 
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=; 
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the Impoſture of Lagaruss Relurrecti- 


on: But if Jeſus, according to his own n 
Evangeliſts, was arraign'd for a Decei- 
ver and Blaſphemer, in pretending to the 
Sonſhip and Power of God by his Mi- 
racles; in all Probability this Piece of 
Fraud in Lazarus was one Article of the 
Indictment againſt him; and what makes 
it very likely is, that the Chief Prieſts 
and Phariſees, from the Date of this pre- 
tended Miracle, root Counſel together to 


put him to Death, not clandeſtinely or 1 
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tumultuouſly to murder him, but judici- 


ally to puniſh him wich Death, which, 


if they proved their Indictment by cre- 
dible and ſufficient Witneſſes, he was 
if worchy of; 5 on 
As it is plain from the Story in John, 
that there was a Diſpute among the By. 


ſtanders at Lazarus's Reſurrection, whe- 


ther it was a real Miracle or not; ſo it 


is the Opinion of us Jews, which is of 
the Nature oft a Tradition, that the 


Chief. Prieſts and civil Magiſtrates of Be- 


thany, for the better Determination of 


the Diſpute and quieting of the Minds of 
© the People, requird- that Jeſus ſhould 
re · act the Miracle upon another Perſon, 
there lately dead and buried. But Je- 


„ « ſ#s 


| = ( $2 1 8 
ce fur declining. this Teft of his Poway! the 
„* hele Muſtitude of Believers, as well 
* av 'of Unbelievers before, queſtion's the 
ee Reſürrection of Lass, and were 
highly iacens'd "againſt both him and 
* 'Feſts for the Dover u. And this was 
of Reaſon, among others, of that vehe- 
4 ment and univerſal Onrory and Demand, 
* at Jeſus's Tryal, for his Onur IM . 
* hot anſwer for the C Cerrainry of this 
Tradition or Opinion, but as the Expe- 
* dent was obvious, fo it has the Face of 
e Truth and N and for the 


« Proof of it, I need only appeal $0@hri- | 
« ſtian Prieſts and Magi whother, 


* 4mder a Diſpute of a Miracle of that 
<« Conſequence, they would not require, 
„for full Satisfaction, it thould be acted 
<« oyer again; and if the * refuſed, 
4% whether there would not be a general 
4 Clamour of People of all Ranks for his 
% Exerution. | 
Matthew, Murk ani Late ape w N 
« as much of this Sham Miracle as John, 
ee had not the Confidence to report it; 
s becauſe, hen they wrote, many Eye. 
44 witneſſes of the Fraud were alive to 
e diſpfove and contradict them; therefore 
they confined their Narratives to Feſui's 
0 '« leſs juggling Tricks, that had paſsd more 
4 4 curtent: But alter 'the * State 
1 W 39 


— iflived,/ their judicial Records | 

« were deſtroy'd, and every body dead 

« that could confute him, John ventures 
« abroad the Story of this Miracle; and 


1 if the good Providence of God had not 


7 ——.— him, in the Inſertion of the 
« Circumſtances here obſerved, it might 
have paſs'd through all Generations to 
<« come, as well as it has done for many 
« paſt, for a grand Miracle. 

« Thus, Hr, have you a few of my ä 
« Thoughts « the pretended Miracle of 
« Lazarus's Reſu rrection. I have more to 
& beftow-on it, but that I would not be 
c tedious. There's no need to argue a- 

„gainſt the other two ReſurreQion- Sto- 

« ries. You know one majus includit mi. 
uus; and if the greateſt of the three Mi- 
*& racles be an Impoſture, the two leſs ones 

of Conſequence are Artifice and Fraud. 
« And rather than the Miracle of Lazarus 
„ ſhall ſtand its Ground, I'll have .rother 
Bout at it from ſome. other Circum- 
4 ſtances; the Conſideration of Which will 
make it as fooliſh and wicked an Impo- 
< ſture, as ever Was contrived and tranſ- 
4 adted in the World; ſuch, a-wicked In- 
ee poſture of (moſt pernicious Conſequence 
4 to the Welfare of the Publick, that it is 

„ no Wonder the People, by an unani- 
I W Voice, n for the ä 
2 2 & q 
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4 before 0 1 don t Cans c theſe A5. 


„ guments againft this Miracle will be 
convincing of your Chriſtian Clergy, who 


46 
E are hired to the Belief of it. But how. 
„ 


ever, a Biſhop of many Thouſands a Year 


© to believe, can't in Conſcience deny, 
that the Arguments above are a ſuffi- 
© cient Juſtification of our Fewiſh Disbe- 
Id lief ore. 55 


„ Tf you, Sir, ſhould write a Diſcourſe 


* againſt the Letter of the Story of Je- 


« ſys's Reſurrection, I beg of you to ac- 


4 cept of a few of my Conceptions on that 


« Head; which, I promiſe you, ſhall be 


e out of the common Road of thinking. : 
„ Your Divines think they have exhauſt- 


ed that Subject, and abſolutely confuted 


all Objections that can be made againſt | 
it, but are much miſtaken. Daune nen . 


« we Jews dip into their Writings on this 


Head, and always ſmile with Indigna- 


d tion at their * fooliſh: Invectives againſt 


* the Blindneſs of the Eyes, and Hardneſs 


< of the Hearts of our Anceſtors. If they 
ce yould but favour us with a Liberty to 
. write for our ſelves, a reaſonable Liber- 
'« ty, which in this Philoſophical: Age we 
don't deſpair of, eſpecially under ſo wiſe, 
<« juſt and good a Civil Adminiſtration, as 
oy this Nation is happily bleſs'd with, we 
Ze « would. 


& TE m_— are not x ſome. m of. "Int the | 
4 n Tones Th am your e F ws 
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Jewiſh Rabbi, which conſiſts of calm and 
ſeaate Reaſoning, would not have 
publiſh'd it; for 1 am 
more impoſe upon me with his ludicrous 
and bantering Stuff, like his ſatirical In- 
vective againſt Jeſus's Miracle of turni 

Mater into Wine, fo offenſive to our Godly . 
Biſhops. _ And becauſe it conſiſts. of gam 


.teſfoly'd. he ſhall no 


and ſedate Reaſoning, which Biſhop Smal- 


broke allows of, I hope his TLordſbip will 
take it int, Conſideration, and write an 
Anſwer to it, which I, without the Help 
of the Myſtery, can't do. 
If the foreſaid Letter be offenſive to our 
Clergy , who don't judge it meet that the 
Jews ſhould take this Liberty to write 
againſt the Miracles of our Saviour, and in 
Vindication of their own Disbelief of Chri- 
ſtianity, I beg of them, for the Love of 
Jeſus, not to let their Diſpleaſure be viſi. 
bly ſeen; becauſe the eus will then laugh 
in their Sleeves, and perhaps openly inſult 
and triumph upon it: But if they will 
vately acquaint me with their Diſpeatre 
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Correſpondence with ſuch Few?/h Rabb?s; 


_ neither will Lever hetreaſter publiſh 'any 


' other Objections againſt Chriſts Religion 
and Miracles, than what come from the 
_  Hvtentots and Pawawers: And then it will 


he ſtrange, if our dignified Clergy, of moſt 
grave and demure Looks, can't ſolidly 
Confute the worſt, that ſuch ignorant and 
dlliterate People can urge againſt them. 
And thus have I done with my Objecti- 
ons againſt the Letter of theſe three Mi- 
races. If our Divines (hall think, there is 

tittte or nothing of Force in them; then 
an Anſwer, which I would be glad to fee, 


may the more eaſily be made to them. 3 


As fon my Part, without being concerted 
of the Acuteneſs and Strength of any of 
the Objections, I think it impoſſible ſatiſ- 
laccorily ro reply ro them, without having 
 Recontfe to the Opinions of the Fathers, 
_ that theſe Three Miracles, whether they 
were ever literally tranſacted, or not, are 
no but emblematical Repreſentations of 
myſterious and more wonderful Operati- 
ons to be perform'd by Feſt. 
© To the Fathers chen let us go for their 
myftical Interpretation of theſe Miracles. 
St. Huguſtin, in his IntroduUton to a Ser- 
mon on the Widow of 5 
. 5 | ee 


n 


(20) thus: There are ſome ſa ſilly as to 
«+. ſtand: amated at the cotpotal Miracles 
4 of Feſus, and have no Conſideratios of 
his greater and ſpiritual Miracles, ſign:- 
* fied by them: But others, Who are 
wiſer, can hear of the Things that 
„ Jeſus did on Mens Boilies, without: be- 
60 ing aſtoniſh'd at them, ch uſing rather 
1 contemplate with Admiration 4 his 
« more wonderful Works on Mens Sauls, 
_ « after the Similitude of. bodily. Miracles. 
« And theſe are the Chriſtians, that con- 
« form their Studies to the. Will of our 
« Lord, who would have his corporal 
__ « Miracles ſpiritually interpreted: For 
He wrought not Miracles in the Fleſh, 
* for the ſake of ſuch Miracles abſtraQ- 
« edly conſiderd; but that, if they 
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r e FEEL "IR Daft top; 
(29) [ Quidam corporalia ejus Miraculafupentes, rmajora 
intueri non norunt. Quidam verò ea,” qua geſta audiunt in 
Corporibus nunc amplius in Animis admirantur. Do- 

minus enim noſter Jeſus Chriſtus ea quæ faciebat corporaliter, 
etiam ſpiritualiter volebat intelligi; neque enim Ihiraculs 
propter Miracula faciebat, ſed ut illa quæ faciebat, mira-eflent 
Videntibus, vera eſſent Intelligentibus=————Aii & fats mi- 
rati & intellecta aſſecuti. Tales nos eſſe debemus in Schola 
Chriſti = — Hoe dixi (de ficu arefacts) ut perſuaderem 
Dominum ſeſum Chriſtum ideo Miracula feciſſe, ut aliquid 
iüllis Miraculis ſiguificaret; ut exeepto eo, quod mira & magna 
5 && divina erant, aliquid inde etiam diſceremus. Videamus er- 
5 go quid nos diſcere voluit in tribus mortuisquos ſuſcitavit. 
In Serm. xcviii. | CEE | 


: 1 2 8 N L 1 e were ; 


« were ſurprizing to ſome Mens Senſes, 
< they ſhould be more aſtoniſhing to 
4 the Underſtanding of others, who ap- 
4 prehend the ſpiritual Meaning of them. 
„ And they who by Contemplation can 
ce attain to the myſtical Signification of 
* Feſus's Miracles, are the beſt Scholars, 
e and moſt learn d Diſciples in his Church 
„ and School. And (/peabing of the Ab. 
1 furdity of Jeſus t curſing the Fig tree 
according to the Letter) preſently after 
„ ſays, that this he obſervd, that he 
« might perſuade his Hearers to think, 
< that our Lord Jeſus therefore wrought 
% Miracles, that he might ſignify ſome- 
«, what by them, which he would have 
4 his Diſciples to learn and conſder of. 
t Come now, ſays be, and let us ſee what 
« we are myſtically and ſpiritually to un- 
4 derſtand by the Stories of the Three Per- 
ce {ons rais d from the dead. a; WES oc 
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Ĩubere are two Ways that the Fathers 
- » took in the moral and myſtical Interpreta- 
tion of theſe Miracles: One was from the 
Number Three, and their Difference in 
Magnitude. According to which they ſaid 
with St. Auguſtin (30) that © theſe three 
Ros 1 e e ee e 
mg 30) Ifta tria Genera Mortuorum ſunt tria Genera Pec- 

- catorum, quos hodie ſuſcitat Chriſtus, ==—=—=— Sunt my 


Ce 
0 
ar 


Conſcientiæ, aden intra Demeſticos Parietes. 


0 154 : IMſ 3 — * N 5 4 
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4 ſorts of dead Perſons, ſo.rais'd to Life, 


« are Figures of three ſorts of Sinners, 

« whom Jeſus raiſeth from the Death of 
« Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs. They 
« ho have conceived Sin in their Hearts, 
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dem Uebe ut 
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e Domo, reviviſcit Cor in ogi 
Fa 


Alii poſt Conſenſum eunt in factum, tanquam efferentes 


mortuum, ut quod latebat in ſ-creto, appareat in publico, 


Nonne illi juveni dium eſt, Tibi dico, ſurge, & redditus eſt 
Matri; fic qui jam fecerit, fi forte admonitus & commotus 


Verbo Veritatis ad Chriſti Vocem reſurgit, vivus redditur 


Eccleſiæ . Qui autem faciendo quod malum ef, etiam 


mala Conſuetudine fe implicant, tales Conſuetudine maligna 


preſſi, tanquam ſepulti, ita ſepulti, ut de Lazaro dictum eſt, 
jam , ‚ Y ⁰ůãůgm l P OR ENT Iu 
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ſurgit EY Cech ftrinſecus jacet mortua, niſi priùs a ſe- 
ordis exclu 
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orbtior! ordis excludatur inopportuna ſæcularium Cogita- 
tionum Muſtituds, Is Lhe, H:... 
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rs. of the Vong; Man 6 to 


| bis Burial, ao Fn evil Spirits, Here: 
ticks; and Seducers; and the Hidom, his 


Mother, to Whom the was reſtored, is the 


Cburch, who mourns for the Death of 


ſuch Sinners a a . ws that young 


| * EW 1172 


Feſuss wl for dead Data: which 
is a Abſurdity according to the Letter, 
is a Sign (33) of the deplorable State 
that Habiroah! Sinners ate in, enough to 
excite the 8orrows and Moutnings of good 
Chriſtians, Who have the Spirit of Chriſt, 


for them. And the Stone that lay at the 


Grave of Lazarus, is (34 J a Figure of 
ra pr the Heart wt 8 a ene, 


1 1 
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ö bac. ſunt Vita & malig Spiritus, Hæretici & Seductores. 


Hos enim niff Dominus üiſteret, qudſeunque ſemel acciperent, 
Sepulturæ & æternæ Damnationi traderent. Suſcitatus igitur 
Adoleſcehs ſedet; Toquitur & Matri redditur, quia ad Pceniren- 
tiath converſus in Kecleſſæ Pace quieſcir, Der Magnalia Joqui- 

ſua Peccata confitetur; & Eceleſia Teconciliatur, | Euſeh, 


Gale in Eomil. Feria 1 88 foft Domin. d 


Hg 


RE 3 3) Et legen of Feſur. 1 Lot ;gieny &- nas 
pro omnibus illis, quos in Fætore Vitiorum jacere ſentimus. 
Euſeb. Gallic, in Homil. Feria * poſt Domin. "_ | 


. 5 
( 34) — 8 autem e a Monuments fi ;onificat In- 


——_ Duritiam ab Hominum 2 Ons  Theoph. 
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| TH (35) Quod enim tunc temporis factum eſt in una Puella, 
Hoc in fine Temporum futurum eſt, ut fiat in tota Synagoga. 
In Homil. Feria gta poſt Domin. 4m. 
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which muſt be taken away before Jeſus 
will call him to a new Life. So do the 
Fathers moralize and allegorize every mi- 


nute Circumſtance of theſe Three Miracles, 


as any one, who will conſult them, may 


find, and fave me the Trouble of a tedt- 


* 


ous Recital of their Authorities, 


I 
* 


But the other myſtical Way of inter- ä 


preting theſe Three Miracles, is by making 


them Types of Three great Events, at the 
Time of Chriſt's ſpiritual Advent. Accord- 
ingly, the raiſing of Jairuss Daughter, is 


a Type of the Converſion of the Fews at 
this Day, as Euſebius Gallicanus (35) and 
Venerable Bede (36) and others expourid 


it. By Fairus, the Ruler of a Hnagogue, 


is meant Moſes (37); and by his Daugh- - 


ter is to be underſtood the Fewrſh, Church, 


which, being ar preſent in a State of ſpi- 


titual Death, will be revived and convert. 


ed in the Perfection of Time. And to 
the myſtical Reſurrection or Reſtitution 7. 


. 


1 

* as 
s 

o 


of the Fewiſh Sag Rue, | call 
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(36) Synagoga circa fiaem ſæculi erit reſtituta ſaluti. In 
(37) Jairus iluminatus vel illuminans, Moſes intelligitur. 
Bed. in Loc, Matt. | £4, 
| : Daughter, 


7 * * 
| Jairus's | 
. 


ſame Time he heals the Woman of the 


Church of her Iſſue of Blood. And this 


— TE» | 5 wh 
Daughter, will Jeſus come (38) at the _ 


is the Reaſon that the Stories of theſe two 


Miracles are blended together by the 


E vangeliſts, with their ſynchronical Num- 
bers of the Age of the Girl, and of the 


Diſeaſe of the Woman; becauſe they are 
Types of that bleſſed Scene of Aﬀairs at 


the Converſion of the eue, when the 


Fulneſs of the Genzz/es is come in. Con- 
cerning which bleſſed State of the Church, 
Origen (39) ſays, Jeſus wrought many 


Miracles, by way of Type and Figure. 


Among all the Miracles that Feſus 


wrought, and are recorded by the Evan- 
geliſts, I think, as far as I have had Occa- 


{ion to obſerve, the Fathers are moſt ſcan- 


ty in their Interpretations-of that of the 


C383): Ad hanc ergo Principis filiam dum properat Dei 
verbum, ut ſalvos faceret filios Iſrael, ſancta Eccleſia de 


Gentibus congregata, quæ inferiorum Lapſu Criminum de- 


peribat, paratam aliis fide præripuit Sanitatem. St. Ambroſ. 
in Loc. Luc. Quod verò poſt reſtitutam immundæ Mulieri 
Valerudinem, defuncta Puella a mortuis reſtituitur; ne hoc 
uidem ab exquiſita Allegoria alienum. Nam Reliquiz falve 
fant, juxta Apoſtolum, cum ingreſſa fuerit Gentium Pleni- 
tudo. Theoph. Ceram. in Homil. de Fairi filia. © Lp 
(39) Quarum rerum cauſa multa fuere Jeſu Miracula. In 
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Widow of Naims Son: Excepting what 
is before noted of his being a Figure of a 
Sinner dead in actual, tho? not habitual 
Sin, I find very little. But if Origen's 
Comments on this Miracle hatt been ex. 
tant, I dare ſay he would have given us 
this following Inrerpretation of it. This 
Widow he would have call'd the Church; 
and her only Son, or maſculine Offspring, 
he would have call'd the Spiritual Senſe 
of the Scriptures, which is now dead, 
and that the Miniſters of the Letter, who 
are his Bearers, are for interring him 
within-the Earth of the Letter; But 
FJeſus, upon his ſpiritual Advent, will put 
a Stop to the Intention of ſuch Bearers; 
by reviving the Spiritual Senſe of the 
Sceriptures; and by reſtoring it like a 
quickend Son, to the Comfort of his Mo- 
| ther, the Church; who has been in a 
ſorrowful and lamentable Condition upon 
the Death and Want of it. This, I am 
ſure, would be Origen's Interpretation of 
this Miracle, which, if I had Room here, 
by a little Circumlocution, I could prove. 
As to Lagarus's Reſurrection, it is in the 
Opinion of the Fathers (40) a Type of the 
-.- - general 
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(40) Per Lazarum Genus humanum oſtenditur. * Theoph. 
Antioch. in Loc. Fohan, Noſtra Reſurrectio figuratur 
per Lazari Reſurrectionem. Spelunca, five Sepulchrum 
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general and he! Refurrection of Ban- | 
kind in the Perfection of Time. But this 


is a moſt copious Subject; and unleſs I 


could here tHronghiy handle it, Thad much : 


better ſay nothing. 

And thus 1 have aches Hit, che! habe 
Reſutrection Stories. If the Coruoration, 
next Seſſion, Would determine by an Or- 
thodox Vote, whether Jeſus ralsd any 
more then the ſaid three erſons from the 
dead, or not; 1 would p reſent them With 
a new, and more ders ih Chain of 
Thoughts againl thefe Miracles ; fuch a 
Chain of Thoughts; as; upon the Conclu- 
fion, let theny” bock i Side of the 

in they pleaſe, will neceſſarily in- 

Hold the myſtical Meaning of 

theſe Miracles, or to grant that 42 
rais d none from the dead at all. 

My next and laſt Diſchurſe on Jeſus 8 
Miracles, ſhalt be againſt the 12 of the 
Story of his own Reſurrection, in which, 
if our Bißbops Will kee their Temper 


E 


and Patience, till I publiſh it, Tl cut 


out ſuch a Fiece of \ ork for our 5 


i 33 

; Lava Lich Legis fs ol Fa * 4 5 2 Maga 
vors clamavit Feſus, id eſt, Prædicatio Evangelii. per quam 
humana Natura Peccatorum Vinculis, & in = 
delitatis j Joes: vocatur ad . 
* Laren. 
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eam I efurers, as ſhall hold them tug,: ſo 
long as the Miniſtry. of the Letter, and an 
Hireling Prieſthood ſhall laſt. If Cyhriſt be 
not riſen, then, according to the Inference 5 
of St. Paul, is their Preaching. Vain; and 
hy ſhould the People be any longer | 
charg d with the Maintenance of an igno- 
rant and idle Order of Men, to 09 Vie 
and Purpoſe? er 90 
If I had not had xpericnce 47 ec. 
| could never. have believed that, for all the 
ludicrous. Nature of theſe Diſcourſes, our 
_ dignified. Clergy could, have; been ſo foolifh 
or malicious, as, to proſecute me for. * | 
_ Infidel and Blaſphemer, upon them. 
a Man may be miſtaken in brit | 1355. 
my ſelf for a real Advocate for the Truth 
of Chrigianity; and was ſo vain as to ima- 
ine theſe Diſcourſes. tended to a Pemon- 
| e of Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip; And tho 
the Biſhop of London may Be be; of a contrary 
Opinion, yet I am ſtil conceited of 
my Ability to defend our Wagen that 
III ſtake my Life againſt his Biſhoprich, 
which I'll not be troubled with, 1f 1 win 
it, that he can't form an Objection againſt 
Chriſtianity, which I can't ſolidly confute, 
and make our Readers merry too, With 
his Weakneſs and Impertinence in it. But 
: _ it may be unbecoming of bis 
tia Character, and againſt the 
: Grain, 
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Grain, to make an Objection to that Re- 
ligion, which he finds much temporal, as 


well as ſome ſpiritual Comfort in the Pro- 


5 feſſion of; I will therefore deſcend to ano- 


ther Propoſal, viz. if he'll but publiſh an 
Anſwer to the Fewiſh Rabbis Letter in 


this Diſcourſe, and vouchſafe me the Plea- 


ſure of a Reply to him; then (to ſave the 


_ Civil Magiſtrate's Trouble) I will ſuffer 


any Puniſhment that he, in his Clemency, 


ſhall think fit to inflict on me, for what's 


paſt. Oh! what a Hazard do I here run 


of Life or Libercy!- | 


Some Chriſtians, in my Caſe, wauld : 


think it a fad Misfortune to be odiouſly 


repreſented as an Infidel and Blaſphemer ; 


but I, in Temper and Principle, deſpiſe 


ſuch Obloquies, Slanders, and Defama- 
tions; and would not give a Ruſh to re- 


move them, ſo long as I had the Anſwer 
_ of a good Conſcience, that I was unde- 


ſerving of them : Bur conſidering, that it 
is the Duty of a Chriſtian to ſeek the Peace 


and Friendſhip of all about him, and eſpe- 
cially of our good Biſhops, who, in Com- 


paſſion to the Danger they think my Soul 


is in, have taken zealous and laudable Pains 


with the Civil Magiſtrate, for my Con- 
viction and Converſion; I do here, for the 


ſake of a Reconciliation with their Lord- 
ſhips, and other * People, make a for- 


2 mal 


(6 


mel and ſolemn Confeſſion of my G 

ſtian Faith, which tho' I don't expreſs in 
the Words of the Apoftolical, Nicene, or 
 Athanaſian Creeds; yet will do it in ſuch 


Terms as will be a Demonſtration, that 
at the Bottom I am as ſound as a Roch. Be 
ic Known then to all Pra any 1 TOs 


that 5 


. 1 believe upon = POS LE 
of the Fathers, that the Miniſtry of the 


Letter of the Ola and New is 
e Ant ichriſtianiſu. 


Em, I believe. upon the 3 of 
the Fathers, that the Miracles of Jeſus, 
as they are recorded by che Evangeliſts, 
literally underſtood, are the * ing | vnders 
of Antichriſt. e e 


Wen 1 believe. upon the 8 of 


| the Fathers, that al Oppoſition and Con- 


tradiction to ſpiritual ws — Inter- 
pretations of the Scripture, is the 8 of 
Blaſphemy againſt the Hoy Ghoſt. 


Item, I believe upon the Authority of 


the Fathers, that the Mingfry of the Spi. 


rift, or allegorical Interpretations of the 

Law and the Prophets, will be the Con- 
verſion of Tews | * Centilec. . 
Item, 
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the Cauſe of the 
of theſe latter Times. 
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Lem, I believe upon the N of 


che Fachers, mat abe, Manifry of the 


ter, dee been 
Infidelity and Apoſtacy .. 


Item, I believe upon the Authority of 


the Fathers, that the Spirit and Power of 


Jeſus will ſoon enter the Church, and 

expel Hireling-Prieſts, who make Mer- 
chandiſe of the Goſpel, out of her, af 
ter the manner he is ſuppoſed to have 


driven the Buyers and Sellers out of the 


Temple. 


| Theſe are a few Articles of that Faith, 


once deliyer'd to the Saints of the primi- 


tive Church, which I firmly believe, and 
will earneſtly contend for. Now I appeal 
to the Chriſtian World, whether a Man 
of ſuch a Faith, like Heart of Oak, can 
be an Infidel or Blaſphemer. Upon this 
ingenuous Confeſſion of my Faith, which 
I make by way of Attonement for my paſt 
ſuppoſed Errors and Offences, I hope the 
Biſhops, and all good Chriſtian People, 
will be reconciled to me. 


St. James ſays, that Faith without 


Works is dead; and how a Man ought 


to ſhew his Faith by his Works, without 


Which 


is 
3 
4 


(40) 
which Faith is an em pry and: airy vN Noch: 


Accordingly I am making what Haſte 1 


can to ſhew the Sincerity of my Faith by 


theſe my Works and Diſcourſes of this 


kind. And by the Grace of God, I hope 


our Biſhops will find me as unmoveable as 
. a Rock in the ſaid Faith. 


According to the foreſaid Ad of 
this my Faith, Jam ſo fully convinced, not 
only of the Error of the Miniſtry of the 
Letter, but of the Miſchiefs and Incon- 
veniences of an Hireling-Prigſt hood, that, 
having fet my Shoulders to the Work, 1 
am reſolv'd, by the Help of God, to en- 


deavour to give both a Lift out of this 


World. This is fair and generous Warn- 
ing to our Clergy to ſit faſt, and look to 
their own. Safety, or they may find me a 


ſtronger Man than they may be aware of. 


And tho' I don't expett long to ſurvive. 
the Accompliſhment of ſo great and glo- 
rious a Work; yet J am delightfully ra- 
viſh'd and tranſported with the Fore- 


thought and Contemplation of the Hap- 


pineſs of Mankind, upon the Extinction of 


Eccleſiaſtical Vermin out of God's Houſe ; 
when the World will return to its Primo- 


genial and Parad faical” State of Nature, 
| Religion and Liberty; in which we ſhall 
be all taught of God, and have no need of a 
fooliſh and contentious Prieſt, hired to ha- 
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